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It all began in 1955 with Indian Prime r4iter Nehru's maiden visit to the
erstwhile Soviet Union and Khrushchev's reciprddgl to India same year. Since then,
Indo-Russian ties have withstood every test of tibering this period of over half a
century, both nations ferried through turbulent exsit But the relationship between
Moscow and New Delhi was never adversely affectrdsp.

Though well on track presently, the tigent lukewarm during 90s. With the
collapse of the Soviet Union, Kremlin's assistatwéndia suddenly stopped and India,
already faced with its worst ever economic crisiad to turn to the West to keep its
economy afloat. Here on commenced the proximitybeth India and the US, with India
liberalising its economy through New Economic PylidVhile India was busy in
combating socio-economic problems facing the cquatrd strengthening its economic
foothold by way of nurturing economic ties with tiéest, esp. the US, at the same time
Russia was trying to put its house in order by gadlg transforming itself into a market
economy and a liberal democracy.

Bilateral ties regained momentum with tienge of guard in Russia in 2000.
President Putin’s keen interest in taking ties dhedh its old ally and India’s active
reciprocal gesture to the “time tested friend” hamde the relationship multi-
dimensional. Notwithstanding the absence of anyomajea of strategic divergence,
Moscow is wary of India’s cosy relationship withetiJS. But then, in the era of
globalization, international relations are not azeum game. India has tried its best to
clear the air by repeatedly stating that its tieth wther countries will not in any way
impact the special relationship New Delhi enjoyshwoscow. Transfer by Kremlin, of
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modern defence equipments and technologies to hrdiain a way, means to keep New
Delhi allied with Moscow. Another major factor guid the Indo-Russian ties is the rise
of China. Even though Russia and China have draaitimproved their ties since the

end of Cold War and both now coordinate their fgmepolicies in tandem, Kremlin is

worried by the dragon’s growing influence in thelgdl geopolitik. Thus, an undeclared
attempt to ‘contain’ China is also behind uncomiitil defence and technological
assistance to India from Russia.

Both have established and maintained nemkl cooperation in the areas of
defence, space and atomic energy. Since the veinrbrg, defence has been the key
area of cooperation. India indeed owes its milizapabilities to Russia to a great extent.
About 70 percent of India’s defence requirements faifilled by Russia alone. This
cooperation has come a long way ahead from a mellar relationship to joint research
and development of defence technologies and equismBrahmos, the world’s fastest
cruise missile, is a living example. Russia hasstes India in building its first Nuclear
Submarine, INS Arihant. Now both countries are flgirdeveloping Fifth Generation
Fighter Aircraft (FGFA) and a Multirole TransportaRe.

Space has been another area of remarkabjgeration between the two. India’s
first satellite Aryabhatta was launched by the 8bunion way back in 1975. Moreover,
Russia provided India the cryogenic engines, reguirto put geo-stationary
communication satellites into orbit, when India va@sied such engines from rest of the
world. The Russia Space Agency Roscosmos is helptig in its second Moon Mission
Chandrayaan-2 apart from the proposed manned misdid wasn't enough, India has
been offered access to the GLONASS, Russian cotapefithe GPS.

Apart from that, energy has been anath&or area of collaboration ever since the
Cold-War era. Soviet Union assisted India in depilg nuclear energy. At present,
Russia is building two nuclear reactors of 1000-M¥th in Koodankulam and eight
more are in pipeline. Energy cooperation has brpgspects since Russia is looking
around for a permanent market for its hydrocarbams at the same time energy-thirsty
India needs a reliable source of oil and gas. ARgssian and Indian petro entities are
involved in joint exploration and extraction of mgdarbons in both the countries.

Notwithstanding the above areas of ero¢ltooperation, there is still a long way
to go, especially in business to business and petiplpeople contact. Most of the
bilateral cooperation, defence, space or energhetio has been government driven.
There is huge potential in business exchanges amdstment in the areas of
Pharmaceuticals, Telecom, Information Technologl) (dnd Agriculture. Currently
annual bilateral trade stands at about $10 billizuring President Medvedev's state visit
to India in December last year, the two have sttrget of $20 billion by 2015. Also
there is great scope for cooperation in educatiRight now, the number of Indian
students in Russian universities is just about FH¥)0pposed to over a hundred thousand
each in Australia, UK and USA.

Russia has unequivocally supported India’s incréaske in global affairs- be it India’s
bid for permanent seat in the UN Security Coumogmbership of the Nuclear Suppliers
Group, cooperation in BRIC, RIC or SCO. Russian &man interests converge on
almost all major issues concerning the world- ertorism, AfPak quagmire or Iran. In
the wake of the rise of China & India, the resugeaf Russia and the resultant quest for
a multi-polar world, the ties are bound to deepether. As per the joint statement issued
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on Medvedev's India visit- the relationship hasrbbeeilt up to the level of “special and
privileged strategic partnership.” This relationshs an ideal example of selfless,
unconditional and sympathetic cooperation basechatual trust and respect.
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